MINUTES
Seaview PTA General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, October 20, 2009 – 6:30PM


6:34 call to order
Welcome - by Melissa Marts, Co-President

ASB Report – Bob Shepard and Audrey Bass
The ASB has met and decided that Crazy Hair day will be on October 29, 2010, January 22nd, 2011 will be PJ day and March 17, 2011 will be Stuffed Animal day.
The ASB will be recycling Juice packs again.  They will also begin collecting Box Tops in each classroom and Ink Cartridge collection supporting the PTA collection of these items.  
Raising money for cancer research is something they are looking into.

Budget Review - Leslie Anderson
Budget copies are on all the tables and are attached to these minutes.
Our current bank balance is $13,609.
Last year we decided on a start up budget of $4000 and we would like to change that to a start up budget of $8000 to get everything going before the Jog-a-thon happens.  This would also serve as a cushion for the Jog-a-thon in case pledges do not meet our goal. 
In a reserve “emergency’ account we have $4600 (this is in a Savings Account making minimal interest).  
Leslie explained that we need to vote to put the money somewhere and another vote could be had later if we wanted to move the money somewhere else and use it for something.  Leslie explained about the “designated fund” for the long term goal of updating and replacing items in the computer lab.  

Pam Bass motioned that we move the $4000 to our start up fund for a total of $8000 in our start up fund.  The motion was seconded by Clare Gates.  
All members in attendance are in favor of the vote, including Leslie who accidentally raised her hand as an “opposed”.

Principals report – Jack Sackett 
Parent-Teacher Conference week is next week.  Teachers are looking forward to meeting with parents.
Seaview has a new Behavior Matrix (attached to these minutes).  In August, Seaview staff began to discuss what behavior should look like and what the expectations of students should be.  These discussions led to the creation of the Behavior Matrix.  The Behavior Matrix has been sent home to all families and the teachers are using them in classrooms.  All staff decided they 
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needed to “teach” good behavior at school.  Posters have been created based on these different areas and have been posted around the school on doors and units, as well as in common areas.  The main emphasis at Seaview this year is based on this matrix and Citizen of The Month assemblies will also focus on these.
Teachers are working really hard on the literacy adoption.  They are figuring out what all the components are to this new curriculum.  New things are evolving in classrooms with students and with teachers.  They are asking questions of one another.  There are “read alouds” as well as small group reading, and independent reading and writing.  They study how words are made up.  Some parents have expressed concerns that students are not bringing home spelling words.  A lot of this is being done in class studying these words.  This is a shift from the past curriculum.

Question - how does the curriculum support reading and writing?  There is a lot of material in the curriculum about science and other non-fiction reading.
Technology - Ms. R is back at Seaview full time starting this week.  There are 2 new laptop carts at Seaview this year.  There should be one set of 15 computers in every unit.  They would still like to update the computer lab as well.
Question  - is the matrix used in the classroom?   Yes, teachers use it as a resource in the classroom.  
Question - Is there help for students who are behind in reading?
There are LAP services for those students that qualify for this service.  The parents have already been advised that they are eligible.  There has been a change in the way the district identifies students that qualify for LAP services.  DIBBLES is still used as a assessment tool.  There are also students that are on the “watch list” to see if they are making improvement that they should be and maybe need more help later in the school year.
Question - what are Mr. Sackett’s expectations around instructional time for different subject areas?
There is a constant discussion around this topic.  There are key guidelines around how much time will be spent using the new curriculum materials for math and reading.  These are fairly large amounts of time.  Teachers are working very hard at learning the literacy program and how to best teach it to the students.  It takes a lot of work to find a balance.  Some of the other subjects, like science or social studies can be integrated into the literacy program so that both are being taught together.  
Edmonds School District does not have the full curriculum yet.  Kerry mentioned that Dr. Brossiot told parents at a community meeting that the literacy program is being purchased in 3 parts over the next 3 years.  A question at the meeting with Dr. Brossiot was how can we make copies of this new program.  Mr. Sackett says they are still working on how to best pay for things in our building like copies. It’s because of the voters that we have great technology purchased in the past couple years.
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CPC - Julia will be on the education sub-committee.  She went to a CPC meeting last week.  This committee will be focusing on the differentiated support for struggling readers.  They are also going to talk about waivers for high school and middle school students.  They are also going to talk about possible changes to the Edmonds School district calendar.  She said she will probably be looking for input from the community at Seaview to provide feedback to the committee.  

Jog-a-thon Report – Melissa Marts
We just finished the first big week of collecting money from the Jog-a-thon and have received the largest part of pledges.  $21,605 has been collected.  $1371 is expected as a match from employers.  The total would then be $22,996 (and our goal was $22000)  $1,401 is still outstanding from pledges.  The first pizza party will be tomorrow in Fortin’s class.  There will be an awards assembly on November  1st. @  1:40
There were an amazing number of ties in the number of laps completed.
There will be 4 pizza parties as well as popcorn parties.  

Volunteer update – Melissa Marts
It’s not too early to think about the carnival.  January is our drop date for getting a chairperson and committee going for this BIG event.  We also still have the EEACH representative open at our school.  The representative will meet once a month at the district about the Equity alliance.
The other big thing we are looking for is a Reflections chairperson.  It is not a long program, but it does take some time to organize this.  The theme is “Together We Can”.  There are several media types that can be entered in this contest, such as music, video, photography, etc.  We will probably not participate if we don’t find a chairperson in the next week.  We have more information available if anyone wants to find out what is involved in this.  It takes pretty much the month of November and then items need to be organized, judged and sent in.  There are people who have said they will help, but not someone that has said they will head the committee.  These submissions have to be judged at our school before they are sent on to the next level.  
A question is asked if the teachers make it part of their instructional time.  A lot of the teachers do include this activity in their learning.  There was also a workshop offered after school last year to give students an opportunity to create pieces to submit.  

We always have a spot for volunteers if they want to help.
A question is asked about the volunteer list that was in the first day packets.  Melissa has the list at home and has created a spreadsheet with all the information.  As an event approaches, Melissa contacts the people that have indicated they might be interested in a particular category.  The kids would love it if parents would also participate on Crazy Hair Day.  
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New Business – Melissa Marts
A person contacted Melissa about a Levy that is trying to be passed to raise funds.  And part of those dollars would be dollars that will be used to match the sidewalk grant that was written last year.  There is a list of FAQ’s and a website where we can get more information.  

Question - regarding middle school.  Is there a process by which parents of 6th graders talk about the transition to middle school?  What are the ways that parents can be pro-active in getting ready for middle school?  Seaview PTA is contacting Meadowdale Middle about having them come talk to our PTA about the transition to Middle School.  We would like to have them come in January or February and we will invite all the 6th grade parents.  Counselors from Meadowdale Middle  come to Seaview and talk to the students.  They also bring some Meadowdale Middle students along to talk to current Seaview students.  There is talk about having a night for students and/or parents to see the middle school.  There has been discussion around the Middle School team about how they can improve the transition to middle school from elementary.  

Scrip cards will be available to purchase at the pumpkin carving night.  Please bring your check book to be able to purchase these.  Thank you!!!
Sue Ambs talked about how much she has been using the Scrip program to buy gifts for family members and how easy it has been.


The meeting was closed by Melissa Marts and adjourned at 7:21






