MINUTES

Seaview PTA General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, January 19 2011 – 6:30PM

Welcome – Melissa Marts PTA Co-President
ASB Report – Mr. Shepard
The ASB really wants to go roller skating.  Melissa is in contact with some parents that want to organize a Roller Skating night.  She will put them in touch with Mr. Shepard and the ASB to possibly coordinate efforts.  
CPC Report – 
Mr. Sackett reports that Julia Vesey (our CPC representative) is working on the calendar committee at the CPC.  She believes that she will be coming to ask our parent community to do some surveying about how the calendar will look in the future.  Some adjustments are needed at the secondary level,  this may impact the elementary level as well.  In the past we have had a lot of half days, now there are full days off less often.  

Principals Report -Mr. Sackett 
Science units are just being finished and have been shipped back.  There will be a little break and then the students will do more science towards the end of the year (with a kit)  re: literacy curriculum, the staff is getting more comfortable with the new curriculum, rotating in 3 week intervals.  Students are also becoming more comfortable with this.
Math has new assessments and are progressing through their math units.
Report cards will go home Feb 4th.  (if no more snow days occur)  
Incoming 7th grade night is tomorrow, January 20th at Meadowdale Middle School.  There will also be one on March 1st run by the school administration.  The one tomorrow is run by the parent group.  Registration will begin shortly after March 1st.  The plan is to have Joe Webster from MMS at our PTA meeting in March.  
The district information fair is this Saturday, the main focus is Kindergarten.  There are activities for students of all ages.  There is information about the transfer process, as well as middle school information. Kerry added that there will be private preschools at the fair if anyone knows someone looking for preschool.  
Last night Mr. Sackett went to a meeting honoring National Board Certified members.  We had 2 people out of 21 in the district, Bob Shepard and Karen Rautenberg.
Guest Speaker – Art Docent Program
Mary Wiggins is here to talk about an Art docent program in the area.  This information will hopefully help us bring more art into Seaview.  
Mary is a mother of 3 in the Mukilteo school district.  She has been a classroom teacher.  She is an art specialist at several private schools teaching preschool through 8th grade.  A lot of kids 
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don’t get real art classes/lessons until they get to middle school, and then it’s only if they don’t take band or other specialized classes.  Mary’s art docent program would teach parent volunteers 6 lessons  per year about how to teach art to the students at the school.  Materials are pre-done, and instructions on CD.
There is much tactile feedback, variety & strength.  There are tons of math skills in art, like symmetry, fractions, geometry, complex shapes.  Art history is also covered in this program.  Art is very important for Self Esteem - all kinds of different art is OK.  It doesn’t have to be “right”.  Variety = acceptance of self
Art gives students a broader definition of beauty.  The program has 6 artists in the 1st year, first is Henri Matisse.  The kids will have the opportunity to make cut out banners.  There is often an extension available for teachers to teach during class time if they want to.  The lesson is divided up into K-1, 22nd & 3rd and 4th-6th.  
The lessons can be “read” by a volunteer who is not as comfortable “teaching” a lesson.  The information is very easy to present.  The volunteers learn exactly what information to highlight, what elements to highlight in the art.  Every kid in the entire school will get to participate in the art lessons, 6 per year.  The next year, 6 new lessons can be presented.  There are time periods, styles, mediums and art concepts to go along with each lesson.  The program provides things that are very specific to the lesson, specialized items.  “regular” items like paper, glue, etc are provided by the school.  Trainings happen on a Monday or a Friday, once a month.  No training in September, December and done after April.  
Right now we are exploring ideas for art, not trying to get an art program going for this year.  
Question - what is the amount of classroom time that is dedicated to this?  This art program is designed to provide an hour per month in each classroom, totaling 6 hours per year.  At another school, the docents will teach ALL of one grade level at one time which allows ALL of that grade level teachers to meet together during the school day.  
The cost of this program is $1 per kid, per lesson.  For us $3000.  
New Business

Melissa - We need volunteers.  We need a volunteer to head the carnival committee.  We have volunteers for all the “small” committees for carnival, but not a carnival head.  We need to have a volunteer by February 11th or we will not be moving forward with the carnival.  An email will be sent out shortly letting all the families know what is involved and that we have a deadline.  
We are also looking for members of our nominating committee to help nominate board members for next year.  If you are interested in this committee, please let Melissa know.
We have decided to have a long term goal of updating our computer lab.  We need to have a committee to look into how we can do this, what time frame we will work with, what will be done with the money, etc.  There are lots of different fund raising options, but we need some people to be on the committee.
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Fund Raising.  There is a clarification of the fund raising rules for the Edmonds School District.  The largest impact Is that any money that is raised by students during the school day need to go into an ASB account.  
Question - the kids are not actually fund raising while they are jogging, they raise the money while they are at home.  Answer - it still is fund raiser for the school according to the school district.  
There are concerns about what items can be paid for by an ASB account, like field trips, busses.  
Seaview PTA members have been doing research, reading the rules, and talking to other PTA’s about this issue.  There will be a meeting on Monday with Marla Miller at the ESC offices about this topic.  We are hoping that there will be clarification about the exact things we can do as a non-profit organization raising money with students for a school.  This is a very big item for many schools in the area.  
We need to look at different ideas, for example holding the jog on a non-school day, or a half day (after school).  Would we have enough participants, parents, students, staff to run this?  Another school sent out letters to families and community members requesting donations instead of having a jog.
Questions are asked about how we can do this or how we can get around this.  We will be asking Marla Miller on Monday.
Another question  is asked, is the “jog” actually a different activity than the “fund raising” which happens outside of school.  There are guidelines about what ASB can do with the money.  One of the ASB rules is that ASB can not fund anything “curricular”.  Mr. Sackett asked about field trips and was told that yes, Field trips could be paid for out of ASB money.
Question - if the money goes into the ASB account, does the district have control of the money.  Mr. Sackett says that the principal and ASB staff advisor have the control over where they money is spent.  The “teacher funds” would not be allowed to be paid by ASB.  Library funds could be paid with ASB funds.
Currently, Lynndale runs a walk a thon with staff members and parent volunteers.  The money goes into a general fund.  The money is then spent with input from staff and parents.
Lynndale raised over $7000 just by asking for it.
Question - can it be done without “PTA’.
Answer is that the guidelines state “all non-profit organizations”
It is written in the guidelines that we can not use the school name to raise funds for a non-profit organization.
Ddiscussion . . . .

The meeting was closed by Melissa Marts and adjourned at 7:44 PM
A Sign-In sheet is attached to these minutes
